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March 22, 1942

| greet you, my dear compatriots, in a traditional Polish way: Praised be Jesus Christ! At today’s
program, | will speak of very unpleasant topics, but these are timely topics and very urgent
ones. | have no intention of apologizing to anyone, | repeat these are topics that will leave
behind them unpleasant taste and not a very pleasant odor which is neither of roses nor violets.
| will speak sincerely, openly, understandably, and pleadingly! These topics will deal with
happiness or misfortunes, of life or death of our youth! Someone had said that young life should
“be beautiful. Beautiful as the sun, peacefully traversing the heavenly firmament. Fascinating
as the full moon, shining in the heavenly firmament, strewn with myriads of stars!” Such should
be the life of our young people. But, is it such in present times? Isn’t it rather like the dark,
abysmal and hollow night, whose darkness no real light penetrates? If to anyone it is especially
to the young that we should apply the words of the Apostle: “Church of God is holy, you are the
church!” and “Don’t you know that you are the church of God and God’s spirit dwells within
you?” Unfortunately, in today’s youth’s minds are some warped and harmful outlooks on
human life. The real beauty was substituted with ugliness, the freedom fell to license. The
liberating of youth means nothing other than licentiousness. Instead of acquiring qualities of
mind and heart all speak of physical prowess. Body ousted the soul; the right of body is place
before those of soul. Such strange current pervades the minds of youth. Instability,
indifference, uncertainty and selfishness fill our youth’s minds - let us enjoy the pleasures today
for we don’t know what awaits us tomorrow. Good, but | ask: “What will eternity bring you?”
Only that which you planted as a youth! Remember, that youth is not a sculptor of your future
temporal or eternal Woe to those who squander their young years not mindful of the
consequences. Woe to those who warp and ruin their youth, because, later, they will be unable
to put their life on a proper track concordant with the vocation of every human being; the
vocation marked not by human hand but by the hand of our Creator. Today’s talk | will title:

What Kind of Person Are You?

On a certain morning, beginning of March of this year, before the master of criminal court,
before judge Robert J. Dunne, passed a line of criminals. Nothing unusual, you’d say. However,
the sight was terrifying! Because in that group of pocket thieves, window breaker and
drunkards, were seventeen (17) young men from 16-21 years of age accused of all kinds of
transgressions. They were young in years but very experienced in low, dark and debasing
actions! Their faces were pale and gloomy and their brows overcast, lightless eyes darting with
fear in all directions, especially toward the judge who spoke sadly and movingly:” | don’t know
where this world is going with these young people!” But this is not the end! The last to enter the
court room was a seventeen (17) year old young man. Clean, neatly combed hair, in a fresh
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ironed shirt, new tie, dressed in a modern, elegant suit —a murderer! The young man stood
before the judge with his head lowered looking at the floor. He didn’t say a word. The defense
lawyer said that he would like that private psychiatrists would examine the state of mind of his
young client. The judge assigned the director of the criminal court. And here is what the Polish
papers wrote about this case: “In one of the city theaters in the center of the city of Chicago, a
seventeen (17) year old girl, D. B. , was shot. The murder occurred on the balcony of the
theater, where usually the young couples in love sit. At a certain moment there was a shout for
help. “Help! Help!, he has a revolver!” No one paid attention to the young woman'’s cry,
because at that moment there was a lot of yelling and screaming coming from the film. After he
had shot the girl, the murderer fled to the third balcony and then left the theater through the
side door and perished in the crowd! For almost twelve hours no one knew who shot the girl or
who she was. Her body was taken to the county morgue where it was identified by her uncle.
The girl was a high school senior, and was voted by the student body as an “All American Girl.”
She enjoyed a great popularity among her fellow students and had many admirers and friends.
The theater worker said that they saw the murdered girl, almost every day in the company of a
young man, two weeks before the murder. The workers described the young man. The Police,
in the early hours of the next morning, apprehended the seventeen-year old murderer. He said:
“I loved her. But because of the difference of our faith, the romance was hopeless. | was afraid
I'd lose her. Three day ago | decided to kill her. | said: ‘if | can’t have her no one else will!”” He
confessed this dryly, without remorse. During the witness testimonies he would smile
sarcastically, poking fun at what the witnesses were saying. What a terrifying picture! Who is at
fault here? One more body of a young girl in the grave. One more young life snuffed, choked
and crushed! She could have lived and should have lived! However? And the young murderer?
Behind the bars. Perhaps tomorrow he’ll hear the death verdict! Not too long ago one of the
famous American lawyers in the far West, spoke and wrote about the principles of “free love”
and “comradely marriages.” This lawyer was extremely popular in the American society and
especially among the high school youth. This was the school youth gangrene! Years later the
lawyer admitted that it was a bad teaching which led to a complete disappearance of the feeling
of morality, brings to a downfall American families. Because it causes depravation in the family
and brings in anarchy of the senses! The only help in this is the return to religion, to raise a well-
disciplined youth and to return to old-fashioned marriages that only death can separate. Does
the present day youth have any kind of religious principles? Does it recognize any type of
discipline? What kind of outlook does it have on life? To use and live senselessly, this is the
motto of the present generation. To live without God, without values without a mortified, noble
and sacrificial life!

Here is a second flower. In a certain town in lowa some eleven year old girl fell in love with an
18-year old boy. He danced heavenly, and dressed like a doll. Because love is blind the girl
became a free instrument in the hands of the perfumed ladies’ man. Doesn’t matter that he was
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a real rascal, a do-nothing from birth! He lacked money. The young girl couldn’t tolerate this and
turned to stealing. She even robbed her own brother’s restaurant and gave the money to her
friend so that he would continue to take her to dances and good times. The Police stopped this
super romance. The Police caught the young bandit red handed with a revolver in her delicate
hands, while her lover scrupulously searched the pockets of the half-drunk man. Oh, how the
American young women understood the emancipation of women! How they apply equality in
life in every facet of their lives! Equal with equal, always and everywhere! Whatever happened
to the Christian womanhood? Again | hear the voices: “This is the spirit of the present times.

| am reading from a Polish newspaper clipping: “Modern American dance called ‘big apple’ with
music called ‘swing music’ is supposedly responsible for ever greater demand for narcotics,
especially marihuana, which is like hashish. This opinion was stated by Joseph Bell, federal
supervisor of narcotics in Minneapolis, MN. Mr. Bell asserts that musicians of bands gifting the
public with this modern, silly music, to be more raving and wild themselves use marihuana and
to achieve a greater effect of music with the dancers pass marihuana to them. The federal
government does what it can but without the cooperation of the citizens and parents, cannot
quell the danger by themselves, especially now when marihuana found access to the dance hall
under the influence of this stupid music and dance.” Look around at the dance halls, what do
you see? What do you hear? Regardless of whether these are public, private, club, or parish
halls. This is nothing else but public love and flirt! And who are those dancers? No one other
than our school youth! The life of our young has become impoverished and dull! The
relationship between boy and girl is just a game.

| direct m y words especially to the young girls. How could we reform or rather bring some
balance to our young men when you, young ladies, fight us so ardently and with such zeal?!
Why do you, so willingly deny your own womanhood? Your ideal became only the boys’ figure,
the boys’ style, the boys’ sport. At the dance hall, at the club, at the tavern, at the bar, there’s
no one else but tomboys with drinking glass in one hand, cigarette hanging from the end of the
mouth, and already now, as men, you have a very good aim at the spittoon!

Again | hear whole groups yelling at me: “Our parents don’t understand us!” Why do you
constantly reject the counsels of those who know better now because they went through the
same turmoil you are going through? You say you read. | believe you. But what do you read?
Romance novels which have no plot or sense. Or, do you read about perversive and
revolutionary outlook on life, which annihilate Christian and natural principles, which encourage
you to build on the ruins of God’s and natural principles some new life based on paganism and
materialism?

| cannot omit to mention the love-making and flirting which is the favorite sport of our young.
Listen to what one author says: “Today’s flirt is neither pretty nor innocent. Today’s flirt is some
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morbid, grotesque form of love. It is a conscious escape and evasion from moral responsibility!
Flirt only takes but does not give. And more often than not, the woman is the victim” It was
about a year ago that school authorities became interested in this. In a certain little town, a very
conservative town at that, there was a party in which a group of boys and girls of school age
took part. All of these boys and girls were below seventeen (17) years of age. After some
months mothers of two girls, took them to the doctor who told the mothers the girls were
pregnant. The question was which of the boys present at the party were responsible for this
state of affairs. The girls responded toughly and haughtily: “We really don’t know.” How said
and expressive such a declaration! Another girl said: "Petting does keep us well stirred up. The
music, touch and drinks, the combination, is a little too much for even a nice girl to stand.” Let
me draw the curtain on these pictures. Things happen in life which even the books do not
contain! This is especially true in the lives of our youth today. What fills me with fear that
today’s youth are the wives and husbands, mothers and fathers o a not too distant future!

Now | turn to our boys! Never forget that God’s law and your state in life demands some control
over your emotions. Reason and conscience are the two voices you must listen to, rather than
go headlong into the moral bogs and marshes! Do not allow yourselves to be cheated by the
impulse, or an inclination or perversive friends. Someone wrote: “whoever wants to become a
man of dignity and greatness of soul, should eagerly avoid everything that could lead to the
triumph of baseness, like, shallow lectures, empty-headed friends, suspicious films in the
theaters and cinemas. Be vigilant over your thoughts, suppress them when they want to go to
the abyss of filthy dreaming. He should force himself to think of the woman’s dignity and think
only nobly and understandingly of the sublime tasks of wife and mother!” One of the modern,
and parenthetically speaking, unbelieving psychologists asserts that the worse enemies of our
youth today are dancing and alcohol. “The dance, consciously or subconsciously, drags the
young person into sexualism, from which only the fittest can escape!” Alcohol, whose main task
is to dull the high intellectual capacity, so that that which is noblest and sublime does not make
any impression, but only incites the desires for pleasure.” Life was always a battle, a true fight.
Fight of the spirit and flesh. Laziness, want of comfort, stubbornness, lies, lie in wait day and
night. Who gives in to them falls into their slavery. Then the spirit loses heart and control over
the body. Your duty is to be the Knight! One who is disloyal to his duties is a coward and traitor!
The one who is faithful to his duties, despite the difficulties and oppositions, is a hero. We were
given life not only for pleasure and to be wasted. Life is not for play or diversion only. Let others
scoff at you, let them laugh at you and your ideal. Shake them off. You are to be a Knight!

Chaplain of the state prison in Attica, NY, sent me some newspaper clippings, where Dr. Thomas
A. Pearson and Dr. Earl Osborne who describe one of the dirtiest and worse plagues besieging
our young people today. The warn the young people of syphilis. They say that 90 percent of case
occur in the young people between 17 and 30 years of age. The noble chaplain writes: “l am
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enclosing the newspaper clippings. It seems to me that it would be worthwhile to speak of this
malady on your program. It is regrettable that no one speaks of this curse of our young.
Naturally, it is a very unpleasant subject but it should not be sent into oblivion. Our youth wants
to be progressive even in this. They willingly and imprudently forget that these romances can
ruin their health and entire life. Here in prison, | see the results of this social illness, and with
fear at our future husbands and fathers. A word of warning would not hurt.” So much from
Father Meller. It is a universally known fact, that war always brings some relaxation of customs.
Constant stress, uncertainty and other factors weaken strength of spirit and will. Separation of
husband and wife, the lack of mother’s vigilance, lack of warning from the fiancée, lack of
father’s counsel expose the young to innumerable dangers. Do not play with fire and the lion,
but add to this a ton of prayers.

Finally, today’s talk does not come from hate or contempt of our youth. Far from it! Putting the
question “Who and what kind of person are you, | neither suspect nor condemn. | only wish that
our youth would turn away from the path of modernism, back onto the path enlightened and
beautified by the spirit of God!




